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Garrett’s Story
Written by his breeder & Owner Shirley Stanton

This is a long story, but we hope you find it worth reading. If it samesdog and owner from going
through our experience of the past three months, it will be well weethme you took to read it.

This story is about Ch. Windwood’s Heart to Heart, Garrett tdrieisds. Garrett is a “once in a
lifetime” dog. Thirtyfive years of careful breeding and sacrifice came together icdic&y brindle an
white package. He finished with several Grand Sweeps, a secordrptae 12-18 month brindle male
class at ABC, and two majors at the Reliant Park serisafs. | talked to lke Liotto, who handles all
my dogs, about specialing Garrett and trying for the Top 20 in 2007. Intodhisge another friend,
Evalyn Martin, who loves Garrett as much as | do. The three ofcasrigea team to campaign Garrett
towards this goal.

He gave us so many wonderful moments: BOB at the Dallas Boxer Clubastdemed breeder judge
Dr. David Abraham, back to back BOB at the Boomer Boxer Club and Bidubrof Oklahoma, Grou
One in Hattiesburg, MS, and the last BOB in Monroe, LA under Bg@apstick with his Boxer Club
of Louisiana friends cheering him on. He was in the Top 20 every montlountitorld came crashing
down in September.

His problems started in March of 2006 with a urinary tract infectidimen | took him to a vet other tr
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my normal one, he told me that Garrett had very enlarged tonsiallyfgot to see my vet after the
round of antibiotics for the tonsils and urinary tract infection, he baahswers for the abnormally
large tonsils. He just told me that boxers do not normally have thistimondi is quite common in
poodles. Even though Garrett seemed well and showed in some shovesitigeiisd summer, there
was an uneasy feeling that something was not right. Then he had ti®mfeentioned at the end of
this passage, where the joint of his left back leg was swdllemad a fever and stayed curled in a ball.
You could tell he felt really bad. See the fifth paragraph fronetite

On September 17, ke called to say that Garrett had gotten updhahgsick and bent over in pain.
He was taking him to a local vet. The night before, he was playmgvedl, and seemed fine. The local
vet immediately sent lke to LSU with Garrett, saying he mighemeh make the 30 minutes drive. L
did a battery of tests, X-rays, and wanted to do an echocardiogramadHeen holtered twice with 0
VPC'’s and was SAS cleared by auscultation by a Houston, TX cardicdogidy echocardiogram by
Dr. Kate Meur at ABC in May. You can imagine our shock when we w#d that Garrett now had a
grade 4/6 murmur. It just wouldn’t compute with us that his heart ingthiag to do with his iliness.
The echocardiogram showed vegetative endocarditis, caused by an unknovieninrdecabdominal
ultrasound showed everything normal except a lesion on his spleen. His ladalsywere frightening.
His urea nitgrogen levels were 53. Normal is 6-25. His Creatileivel was 2.8. Normal is 0.5-1.6. He
was losing protein through his kidneys at an alarming rate. How coutrarggy healthy animal win
one weekend and be at death’s door two weeks later?

Unfortunately, the specialists at LSU had no answers. | waand@ half hours away, so his friend
Karen McCrory, who takes care of him on the road, went to visielieny day. She boiled chicken to
coax his appetite. He was not eating and throwing up what littledneatli Each day he seemed to get
worse. | visited on Friday, September 21st. He was so thin, lBsaeyre bloodshot, and edema had
made his head huge and ran down his chest and forelegs. | criedradlytheme.

The LSU vet and specialists did not give us any hope throughout his stagp@m8er 24th, his doc:
called me and said that his kidney levels were worse. He alst moukeep anything down and was a
very sick puppy. She said there was nothing else they could do for him.fEverfiaund out what was
causing the infection, they would not be able to save him. He wa$ &mal ihad very little kidney
function. She was asked point blank, “Are you saying it would be kinder torpudttiof his misery?”
She said yes. | was adamant about Garrett NOT being taken strargHhCU to be put down. | also d
not want him to die at LSU. That is where he had been born by @séutee and a half years before
(another nightmare in itself). Karen McCrory offered to meeatrieSU, take us to her house to spend
some time, go with us to her vet to put him down, and then back to L3léd¢oopsy and cremation.
When they brought him out to us, it was shocking to see bad he looked. l[dewvato 47 pounds fro
67 a week before. The front part of his body was full of edema. B/tnneand sick as he looked, he
was so glad to see us and his tail started wagging when he saAluarswe got to Karen’s, she made a
pallet on the floor for us and ran out to get him something to eat, agtnimg that he would eat after
what LSU had told us. Garrett and | lay on the floor on a comfaétteslept a lot. At one point he
opened his eyes and saw me. A look of surprise came over his fagis saitistarted wagging. | will
never forget that moment. He ate a hamburger patty and chicken nuggéis Wwas starved.

Ike came over to spend some time with his boy. We talked about the Womidier we had this year,
cried, and said goodbye to our boy. Fifteen minutes before we had todeag &ppointment, Tina
Starr called. Karen had emailed her the summary that LSU had ggvdina begged us not to put
Garrett down. It was the meds that LSU was giving him thatmadsng him throw up and feel bad. lke
begged me to let him take him home, and he and Tina would work out a timedgcagram with the
local vet. | called my vet for advice, and he told me that a wéektibiotics was not enough to see any
results. Garrett needed at least ten days to two weeks wootie lggfing up on him. He told me tha
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was not cruel to keep Garrett alive a few more days if hevaias pain. He said we could reverse the
decision not to put him down, but we could not reverse euthanasia. Wédezhttoe appointment, and
Ike took him home. The next morning the local vet took out the cathatetha three of them put
together a program of medication for him. Ike cooked chicken and riceshrahfd potatoes for Garrett
and stayed home from work to take care of him. He made sure thasldrinking and got his
medication. Tina, Ike, and Karen became the “G Team”. A feyg dassed, and Garrett started eating
everything in sight. ke could not fill him up. His edema went away hangdecame more energetic.
After a week, he came home to me. He has been going to schoolevitthenhas a crate in the
vocational agriculture teacher’s office. We have lunch together apédymand in the baseball field. He
has made an amazing recovery considering how sick he was.

We took him from LSU on Tuesday, September 25th and on that Friday, tedlgdtand said that
Garrett had tested positive for Lyme disease. The other tichsdisavere negative. The Bartonella tests
were still pending. The next week she called again to say he wasetsi Bartonella and had an

active infection. That was the cause of the endocarditis.

| frantically began to research Bartonella and found that theEsastains, 5 of which are in the US.
Which one(s) did he have? Bartonella henselae is very easily tteatsby bites, scratches, and fleas.
Bartonella vinsonii is tick transmitted and often piggybacks on othedisgases. As it happened, | had
found North Carolina University with their vector borne disease labgragod Garrett’s blood was
there. They were the ones who had done the initial testing. How fatuhathas a high titer level for
Bartonella henselae, but the PCR test was negative. He hgis tétdni level for Bartonella vinsonii, and
the PCR test was positive. It was explained that the titel teeans he has been exposed and the PCR
test shows active infection. The B. vinsonii very often causes emfitisaft last we had someone who
could give us advice and help us with further testing. It so happenedrthdtBreitschwerdt was on of
my vet’s professors in vet school and they had a long talk about Gaddhiese diseases. Lyme,
Ehrlichia canis, and Rocky Mountain Spotted Tick Fever were the dgmesM. Once | started
researching, | was horrified at how many there were and how many péog that had dogs with
these three diseases. Bartonella was a WHOLE new world.dalte=mstue of Louisiana Boxer Rescue
had a rescue with Babesia, another tick borne disease that | higéijosd existed. | know that | have
no medical background, but | swear that we have not had these problentiseumtiiricanes hit
Louisiana. But that is just my humble opinion.

We were advised to keep Garrett on doxycycline and amoxicillin for thoeg¢hs. That will end in
December. In January we will do the Bartonella tests to maketise infection is gone. He cannot take
arelapse, so we have to treat this very aggressively. At thig peilooks absolutely wonderful except
for a slight fullness through the flank area. At his first visthvmy vet after he came home, his kidney
levels were so much better that we were elated. My vetlsatidhis murmur was much softer, probably
a 2. His visit last week showed that his kidney levels have gotitle avorse, so we are putting him

a phosphate binder. It is so hard to go backwards when you have coma/se &ae. hoping for some
quality time with this beautiful, sweet boy and to be able to cdtiectat some point. Right now we are
just taking things a day at a tir

Of course when something like this happens, you rack your brain trying to.thomkdid this happen...
when did this happen...could | have prevented this??? The answers to tlstiemsg aee still beyond
our reach. The only thing | can come up with is the possibility thastarsed in September of 2006.
Garrett had a severe infection: high fever, stiff gait, swgbens, no appetite, etc. | didjet to see i
regular vet. The vet that | saw was very concerned about G&irettold me that it was a really bad
infection and put him on Baytril. She drew blood to send to the laketd®er at that point to test for
tick diseases, and she said that she would. When | took him bacfoftavaup, | asked about the tick
titers from a different vet. She told me that the tick disgd&sd not been test for and the Baytril wc
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skew any tests done now. | spent the rest of the year feelingpthathing was not right with Garrett.
Tina Starr helped me test for Ehrlichia and Rocky Mountain Spotté&dFEicer at a later date but they
were negative.

| could become very bitter thinking that Garrett might be okay if thelyskat the blood for tick tests,
but the vets all tell me that there is no Lyme disease Tbey. probably would not have tested for that
anyway. | can’t change the past. BUT | can warn people like mgselfat no dog or owner has to go
through what we have these last months. If you have a gut feeling thethgagrs wrong with your
dog, don't let them brush you off. One of the sites that | found was
http://www.vintagegoldens.com/tick.htm . She has a very profound statentesrtfirst two
paragraphs. Don't hesitate to have your vet test for tick bornesdseaven if they roll their eyes at
you. It is better to be safe than sorry. These are devastatiagessand WILL KILL YOUR DOG.

Also, collect your dog while they are young. You never know when somethingh tgonappen to

him as he gets older. If he doesn’t pass health tests laterag@lvways destroy the semen.

It is still hard to believe that this has happened to Gariedtvé waited for him all my life. Thirty five
years of breeding and sacrifice came together in my beautifulf bawgeThis has been a humbling
experience. Mother Nature can pull the rug from under us any tim®©NBEever saw a tick on him.
We took the very best care of him. We all love this dog. He gave 100% t'm sure many time when
he didn't feel like it. I will humbly do my very best for him for trest of his life, however long that
may be. We will just love him each day we have him and thank God for ewmeute that we have left
with him, be it days, months, or years!!!!

Garretts story would not be complete without thanking all the wonderful boxer frighdssaid praye!
for him and sent encouraging messages every day. One of the friendsaeved to do a kidney
transplant for Garrett. | think he would have offered his own if theylavhave done the surgery. Thi:
you is such a small thing to say to people who have been your backbone through areightave ha
to put down dear boxer friends in the past alone. Having Tina, Kareman#eall our wonderful friends
made such an incredible difference.

So, this is Garrett’s story. Please learn from his expexiasave have. Test your dogs. Those ticks are
so tiny and fall off after a blood meal. You may never see therhhappened with us.

Sadly, Garrett lost his brave battle on Thanksgiving night 2007. Another wohdegf taken too
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